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To His GRACE the 


Doxr of BED FORD, 
PRESIDENT; 


And to the other 


GOVERNORS 


QF TR 
General Hoſpital, or I nfirmary, 


B A T E, 


This DISCOURSE 


1s Inſcribed by 


The PREACHER, 


Px v. Chap. iii. Ver. 17. 
oy Hays are Mays of Dang. 


HERE is a Variety of Principles which, 
by Turns, have been found to predo- 


minate in Human Nature; and which, 
according to the Revolutions of Times and 
Manners, have been obſerved, ſucceſſively, to 
ſway the Conduct of Mankind. In one Age, 
a-Senſe of Religion, and Duty, hath generally 
_ prevailed; In another, the Proſpect of future 
Glory: In a Third, the contracted Views of 
Intereſt and Cunning : In a Fourth, the diſſo- 
late Maxims of Luxury and Pleaſure. | 


I THINK it may, without any [mputation 


of Prejudice or Partiality, be affir med, that the 


laſt of theſe is the peculiar and, leading Princi- 


ple of the preſent Times. 'T” ghoſe of Duty and 


Glory have had their No y: They have, by 


Turns, reigned, and ber n exploded; That of 
. 9 | inter- 
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intereſted Cunning, it muſt be owned, 1s yet 
in Force; but this ſubſiſts rather as a Means, 
than an End: We are cunning, indeed, and 
laborious to heap up ; but we only heap up, 
that we may ſquander. Immediate Gratifica- 
tion is the great Object of Purſuit; and Futu- 
rity is loſt, amidſt our Rage tor preſent En- 
joyment. 


H NE it hath come to paſs, that even Re- 
h:gion and Virtue can only gain Acceſs to the 
debauched Imagination, upon ſuch Conditions 
as are almoſt unworthy of their native Excel- 
lence; and while, in happier Ages, they could 
draw Mankind to their Party, by holding forth 
a Crown of eternal Glory, as the Prize of their 
high Calling, they are now reduced to that laſt 
Neceflity of alluring their ſupine Votaries, by 
pointing out the near and flwry Path of 
1 5 

Vr x even on this low Principle, Religion 
and Virtue, if fairly liſten'd to, will baffle all 
Oppoſition : For ſuch is their uniform Nature, 
and extenſive Energy; ſo entire and univerſal is 
their Influence, with Reſpect to Man, that pre- 
ſent Pleaſure, no leſs than future Happineſs, is 


their eſſential and unvary'd Characteriſtic. Leſt 


there fore 
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therefore we ſhould proceed on Principles which 
by ſome, might be eſteem'd chimerical and 
groundleſs, let us conſider them, chiefly at leaſt, 
in this fingle Light; and, from this Examina- 


tion, I doubt not but it will appear, Firſt, 


That no Zrue or laſting Pleaſure is, or can be 
obtained, without the Practice of VIRTUE : 


| Secondly, That from the fincere Practice of it, 


the trueſt and molt laſting Pleaſures do natu- 
rally ariſe : And, laſtly, from theſe Truths, a 
few Obſervations will offer themſelves to our 
Conſideration, relative to the preſent Occaſion, 


_ Firſt, TrHzREFORE, it will appear to every 
confiderate Mind, THAT NO TRUE AND 
LASTING PLEASURE IS, OR CAN BE OB- 


TAINED, WITHOUT THE PRACTICE OF 
VIRTUE. 


| Yer here, even ſome of the groſſeſt Vices 
put in their Claim, and pretend to conduct their 
Followers to true Pleaſure : But, in the End, 


it will appear, that their Pretences are the com- 


pleateſt, as they are the moſt fatal, of all De- 
luſions. Debauchery and Intemperance bring 
their own Puniſhments along with them: They 
deſtroy the Health of the Body, and all the 
Powers of the Mind. Luxury and Prodigality 
FEY WS B 2 are 
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are no leſs fatal to our Fortunes : Every Vio- 
lation of the ſocial Duties is attended with ſome 
embittering or ruinous Circumſtance. If we 
are arbitrary, oppreſſive, or uncharitable, tho' 
we be ſo cautious as to evade the Laws, yet a 
juſt and publick Ignominy will oyertake us: If 
we avowedly violate the Rules of Juſtice, by 
Theft, Robbery, or Plunder, that Juſtice we 
have defy'd will overwhelm us, and our Re- 
ward muſt be Fines or Impriſonment, Baniſh- 
ment or Death. Thus, the natural Inheritance 
of every groſſer Vice, is Miſery and Ruin: By 
turns they lead their Votaries from Poverty to 
Want, from Diſeaſe to Rottenneſs, from Jails 
to Gibbets, 


Tuts Part of the Subject might be much 
enlarged on: But I wou'd hope, that to have 
touched upon it in this general Manner, may, 
at preſent, be ſufficient: I would hope; that 
none who appear on this humane and charitable 
Occaſion, can be the declared and determined 
Enemies of VIX TruE. TI would therefore ad- 
dreſs you, as thoſe who mean well, but who 
yet may be miſtaken; as thoſe who may un- 

knowingly have wandered from the Path of 

Vir tue and true Pleaſure, and may poflibly 
therefore 
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therefore thank the warning Voice, that bids 
them return and walk in it. 


Give me Leave, therefore, to repreſent to 
you, the Folly of expecting true and perma- 
nent Pleaſure, from a violent Attachment to 

what is generally called even innocent Diverſion 
or Amuſement, in Excluſion of the higher 
Purſuits of Benevolence and Virtue. It is not 
often that a Preacher hath an Opportunity of 
addreſſing thoſe, to whom an unreſerved Diſ- 
courſe on this Subject can be of ſuch particu- 
lar Importance. What therefore is offered on 
this Occaſion, as it is /a:d, ſo J hope it will be 
received, in the Spirit of Charity. We ſtand 
here in the Preſence of GOD, before whom 
the Greateſt of us are but Duſt and Aſhes; 
in whole Eyes no Diſtinction can take Place, 
but that of Virtue and Vice, the Righteous and 
the Sinner. 


Now the firſt Circumſtance which demon- 
ſtrates that what is called mere Diverſion, or 
Amuſement, cannot be a ſufficient Source of 
true continued Pleaſure, is this: That if we 
purſue them conſtantly, they grow tedious and 
tireſome ; and, if we intermit them, they give 


us Pain rather than Pleaſure, in Reflection. 


That 
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That they grow tireſome when long purſued, is 
clear from that perpetual Rotation, which is 
found neceſſary to relieve the nauſeating Mind: 
Were they of ſuch a Nature as to fatisfy the 
Soul of Man, ſhould we need to labour after 
a perpetual Change? We read in ancient Hiſ- 
tory, of a Kingdom ſunk to ſuch a Degree of 
Efteminacy,that a Royal Reward was proclaim- 
ed for him, who ſhould find out a new Plea- 
ſure: And do you think that a new One would 
Have been ſought at ſuch Expence, had not all 
the old Ones been exhauſted? Even ſuch ſeems 
to be our preſent Situation: We toil, like Chil- 
dren in Purſuit of Rainbows, after theſe chi- 
merical and air-painted Objects of Delight: 
When we come upon the Spot, we find, that 
what at a Diſtance appeared ſo gay, had but a 
falſe Splendour, which is vaniſhed on a nearer 
Approach, Yet ſtill, as new Objects riſe be- 
fore us, we renew our Purſuit, find ourſelves 
again deceiv'd, and thus paſs our Time be- 
tween Expectation and Diſappointment, 


AND as this eager Appetite for mere Diver- 
fion affords but little of true Pleaſure, even 
in the Period of Enjoyment ; ſo, when that is 


cover, Reflection intrudes and makes us miſer- 


able: For the Mind having been either loſt 
5 "=" 
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in total Diſſipation, or intent on Objects but 
ill ſuited to its Nature, when it comes to look 
at Home, finds nothing to ſupport or reſt itſelf 


upon, Where there is no inward Conſciouſneſs 


of worthy Deſigns, and ſuitable Actions, the 
Mind turns with Averſion from beholding it- 


ſelf; and thus Leiſure and Thought, two of 


the greateſt Bleſſings that can be vouchſaf'd 
to thoſe who know to uſe them, become a 
Burthen unſupportable. Hence every falſe and 
diſſipating Pleaſure is again greedily embrac'd; 
and we ſeek not ſo much to obtain Delight, as 
to get rid of Miſery, 


Tus farther Circumſtance may be added, 
with Regard to thoſe who are not quite aban- 
don'd in their Principles; that an immoderate 


Attachment to Diverſions does, upon the 


whole, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, partake of the 
Nature of Vice: For tho' the temperate Pur- 
ſuit of a ſingle Amuſement may be innocent, 
ſo long as it leaves Room for Purſuits ofa higher 
Nature; yet when the Soul becomes totally 
immerſed in trifling or idle Gratifications, the 
ſuperior Faculties of the Mind lie dormant and 


neglected. The Seeds of Virtue, tho' they be 


ſown by Nature in the Human Mind, do yet 
require ſome Degree of Labour and Cultiyation, 
| cer 
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e er they can put forth their Branches, and pro- 
duce good Fruit; But by this untoward Ma- 
nagement, inſtead of aiding their natural Ef- 
forts, we overwhelm and choak them in their 
firſt Growths; and thus give the Start to the 
latent Seeds of Corruption, which infallibly 
ſpring up in Tares and Thiſtles. Thus the na- 
tive Energy of the Soul is deſtroyed, the Du- 
ties of Life are not ſo much as thought of, and 
all Improvement in Religion and Virtue ren- 
dered utterly impoſſible. Hence, I ſay, as an 
immoderate Attachment to Diverſion tends to 
extinguiſh every Degree of Virtue, it partakes, 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe, of the Nature of Vice, 


and will therefore ſtand expoled to all its Con- 
ſequences. 


So much may juſtly be affirmed of every 
Amuſement, even the moſt innocent. But there 
is one, much indeed ſought after at preſent, 
with a View to Pleaſure, which ſurely, of all 
others, has the leaſt Pretence toit; and which, 
above every other, repays its blind Followers 
with Vexation and Diſappointment: I mean, 
that of immoderate Gaming. 


To analyze it therefore into its Principles — 
The very beſt Conſequence that could be . 


* 
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Hhoped for, even ſuppoſing what is impoſſible, a 
continued Run of Fortune, — the very beſt, I 
ſay, that can be hoped, wou'd be an inordi- 
nate Luſt of Gain: For, it is always obſerv- 
ed, that the Succeſsful, in this Way, grow pro- 
portionably covetous: Hence ariſes a certain 
Eagerneſs, a reſtleſs Craving of the Mind, after 
an Object which can never ſatisfy it. And even 
this, ignoble as it is, is deeply tinctured with 
perpetual Doubts, and the Fear of a Reverſe of 
Fortune: Hence the moſt diſtreſsful Anxiety 
ariſes; the inward Peace and Balance of the 


Mind is deſtroy'd, and the diſtracted Heart ſet 
at Variance with itſelf. 


Bur this is a very weak and imperfect Pic- 
ture of a Gaming-Table: For, as the Tide of 
Fortune ebbs, at leaſt as often as it flows, ſo the 

{ad Reverſe, to which every Adventurer is ex- 
poſed, awakens by Turns every gloomy and ac- 
curſed Paſſion of the Soul. Here we may of- 
ten ſee a numerous Aſſembly of both Sexes, 
chain'd down by the Magick of the fatal Circle ; 

the Sorcerer [cated triumphant in the MidR, 
with his Inſtruments of Deceit before him: 
At length the Spell begins to work, and the 


Engine of Falſhood is put in Motion: The 


e Crowd ſtand fix'd with anxious Eyes 
| e and 
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and beating Hearts, 'till, in the End, Fate pro- 
claims the Magician victorious ; who, by ſecret 
and unſuſpected Arts, hath convey'd theWealth 
of his Followers into his own Packet; leaving 
them nothing in Return but the juſt Reward 
of Grief and Vexation, Indignation and Re- 
morſe. Here one may often ſee the Faire 
Faces, form'd, ſurely, for more amiable and 
virtuous Purpoſes, dim'd with Envy, or kin- 
dling into Rage; by Turns diſtracted with the 
Tyranny of every vile Aﬀection ; transform- 
ed from Graces into Furies; ſquandering thoſe 
Fortunes, which their provident and indulgent 
Parents had bequeathed them, with far other 
Hopes and Expectations ; ſetting to the Ha- 
zard the very Means of their future Support ; 
and along with it, what ought to be ſtill more 
dear, the Purity of Virgin Innocence. And 1s 
this the Path that leads to true and laſting Plea- 
fures ? Are theſe the Boaſts and Ornaments of 
the ſofter Sex,? Can theſe Accompliſhments 
form the affectionate Wife, the tender Mo- 
ther, the faithful and domeſtic Friend ? Can 
theſe engage the Lover, or fix the Affections of 
the Huſband? While theſe things are done, 
Can we wonder that the marry'd State ſhould 
every Day grow more hated, more dreadful ? 
Can we wonder that the Maid ſhould pais 
ot her 


[ 
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her Days in Neglect, and the Wife be diſcard- 
ed, as ruinous and intolerable? 
7 
TE faſhionable Abſurdities of our cw72 
Sex, in theſe Matters, are equally amazing and 
deſtructive. Do not we ſee Men paſſing their 
beſt Hours, and their Prime of Life, in theſe 
Scenes of Folly, whoſe Rank, Fortunes, and na- 
tural Abilities might entitle them to the high- 
eſt Offices in the Common- wealth? Degrad- 
ing themſelves to the low Level of profeſſed 
Gameſters, and herding with theſe, as their chief 
Intimates, their boſom Friends: Blind to every 
Kind of Merit, but that of the learned Artiſt, 
whoſe boaſted Qualification is, that he is both 
able and willing to caſe them of the 2/5 
Burthen of an Eflate. Yet, fond as they are 
of this mad Extravagance in Theory, the Prac- 
tice of it is attended with the moſt conſum- 
mate Miſery. The ſame Conflict of torment- 
ing Paſſions, as hath already been mentioned, 
riſes to blaſt their unwarrantable Pleaſures ; 
and their falſe Purſuits too generally conclude 
with curfing themſelves, and blaſpheming Pro- 
vidence. Here then behold the Wretch com- 
pleated ! Surrounded by a Train of inextrica- 


ble Miſeries! his Fortunes vaniſhed, beyond 


Redemption! He cannot work; and to beg be 
C 2 


: 
i 
ö 
i 


12 ASERMON preached at the 


75.aſhamed : He hath diſgraced his Anceſtors, 
and ruined his Poſterity : Behind him, he ſees 
nothing but Guilt and Shame; before him, no- 
thing but Miſery and Deſpair. What then 
remains, but that he throw the laſt fatal Dye 
for Eternity, and conclude the horrid Scene 
by a Halter, a Dagger, or a P:/tol ! 


OR if his Fury, Horror, and Deſpair, break 
not forth upon h:mſelf, they are ſure to diſ- 
charge themſelves on his Fellow-Creatures. 
_ His intemperate Wants call aloud for Gratifi- 
cation; and Force muſt reſtore, what Folly de- 
prived him of. Hence thoſe Evils which are 
riſing with unheard of Aggravations : Hence 
theſe Complainings in our Streets: Hence the 
Spirit of Violence hath gone out among us; 


and the Land is fill'd with Robbery and Murder. 


Ir may ſeem ſtrange that ſuch Exceſſes 
ſhould be allow'd in a free State : But it is 
yet more ſtrange, that ſuch Exceſſes ſhould be 
allow'd and practiſed among the Great, at a 
Time when there are Laws in Force againſt 
them. And do theſe act the Part of Magi- 
firates, of Legiſlators, of Patriots, or of Men, 
who either by aToleration, byEncouragement, 
or Example, thus wantonly ſet at Defiance 
| the 
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the very Laws which themſelves have made or 


recommended? Can true Pleaſure, or Satisfac- 
tion, ariſe from a Conduct ſo inconſiſtent with 
itſelf? Or, can the leading Part of Mankind 
ever hope, that their Inferiors will reverence 


the Laws, while they ſee their Saperiors pub- 


lickly deſpiſe them ? Hence, I fear, many of 
our greateſt Evils flow ; and hence, I fear, 
much greater are to be expected. A learned 
Heathen, a Man equally renowned as a Cap- 
tain, a Philoſopher, and Politician®; this Great 
Perſon informs us, That nothing was ſoremark- 
able in the fam'd Lacedæmonian Republick, as 


that perfect and entire Submiſſion given to the 


Laws by the greateſt People and higheſt Ranks 
of the Common-wealth : He accounts for the 
Stability and long Duration of that Republic 
from this one Principle, above all others; and 
tells us, That this Circumſtance no ſooner ceaſ- 
ed, than the Lacedemonian State partook of 
the common Fate of Empires. How far this 


Obſervation may relate to our own" Times 


and Country, I am unwilling to ſay. They 
whom it more nearly concerns, muſt needs be 
better Judges: And ſure it behoves them ſeri- 


ouſly to reflect upon it. I would not deſigned- 


ly be either timid'or preſuming, But this is 
* Xenophon. 
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certain, and this mine Office obliges me to fay; 
that the united Voices of all Ages and Nati- 
ons do proclaim this Truth, That a general 
and open Contempt of eſtabliſh'd Laws among 


the higher Ranks of Men, hath always been a 


preceding Symptom, a certain Indication, of 
the approaching Diſſolution of a State. 
If, therefore, you prefer a well- grounded 
and laſting to a tranſient and ſhort-liv'd 
Pleaſure : If you have any Regard for your 
Country and Poſterity; if your Paſſions for low 
and ſelfiſh Gratifications hath not effaced the 
natural Impreſſions of Humanity, Finally, 
whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoeverThings 
are juſt, whatſoever Things are lovely, what- 


ſoever Things are of good Report, if there be 


any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, THINK or 
THESE THINGS. 


In conſequence of theſe RefleCtions, which 
demonſtrate how fatally we are miſled in our 


Purſuits of Pleaſure, let me now in Concluſion 
point out the real, and let me add, the eaſy. 


Method, of obtaining it. And this will be 
found to conſiſt in the ſincere Practice of every 
Virtue ;z or in other Words, in the unfeigned 
Exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity, which is declar- 


ed to be the End of the Commandment. 
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Bo r here it may be proper firſt to enquire, 


Why, if true Virtue and true Charity be the 
fame; Why, in an Age confeſſedly not want- 
ing in a Spirit of Charity and Benevolence, 


fo little true and ſubſtantial Virtue ſhould be 


found ? 


THr1s tho, perhaps, at firſt View, a diffi- 
cult Queſtion, yet admits of a very eaſy Solu- 
tion, from two Cauſes, arifing from the ſame 
blind Principle of preſent Gratification ; For, 
in the firſt Place, tho' we want not the Feelings 
of Benevolence, when an Object of Pity ſtrikes 


our Eyes, yet we have ſo many Views of falſe 


Pleaſure and Amuſement ; ſo many Calls of a 
meaner and more ſelfiſh Kind to gratify, as not 
only leſſen our Deſire of relieving the Diſtreſs 
we ſee, but infallibly prevent any Care, or In- 


quiry after ſuch Objects as fall not beneath our 


Notice. In a word; tho' to relieve the Pain 
in our own Breaſt, we relieve a preſent Object 
of Diſtreſs, yet we do it not upon any ſteady 


Principle, and, therefore, muſt ever do it in- 


ſuch a Manner' as is partial and defective, - ' 


Tax other Reaſon is, becauſe at preſent 
ther generally prevails very imperfeet Idea of 
the 
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the Nature of Charity: For whereas it conſiſts 
in. a ſteady and fxcere Deſire of promoting 
the Happineſs of all Mankind ; the common 
Notion is, that the Whole lies in relieving an 
Object of Diſtreſs : Hence we ſee Multitudes 
who ſeem to think themſelves charitable, while 
they give Way to every vile Inclination, except 
only that of a harden'd Heart. Hence we ſee 
the one Sex triumphing in a fingle Act of 
Compaſſion, as the Sum of all Virtue, while 
they indulge in Debauchery, Prophaneſs, and 
Revenge: And the other think themſelves per- 


fectly charitable, while they riot in Envy, in 
ns and Slander, 


Bor far different is the true Idea of Chriſ- 
tian Charity. St. Paul tells us, that Tho we 
| Should give all our Goods to feed the Poor, 
and have not Charity, we are nothing. But, 
that the true Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, 
Long: ſuffering, Kindneſs, Patience, Temper- 
ance: That Charity envieth not, is not puffed 
up, not eaſi ly provoked, ſeeketh not ber own, re- 
Joiceth not in Evil, but rejoiceth in the Truth ; 
bopeth, believeth, and endureth all Things. 


Ir is from this Bleſſed and Heavenly Tem- 
per of Mind, that true and laſting Pleaſure is 


to 
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to be expected : It is this that conquers every 
turbulent and uneaſy Paſſion ; and, like its Di- 
vine Author, ſubdues all Things unto itſelf. 


This heavenly Temper, which we need only 


with for to be poſſeſſed of, gives that calm 
and laſting Joy to its Poſſeſſor, which is ſought 
for in vain by the Gay and the Licenticus. 
It partakes not of the Nature of Amuſements, 
which often diſguſt even when we ſeek them; 
but every additional Act, nay, every ſincere 
Wiſh of Kindneſs which we beſtow, raifeth 


us to ſtill higher and higher Degrees of Plea- 


ſure,, which flows upon the Mind in Propor- 
tion as the Mind grows more virtuous, Then in- 
deed, thoſe very Amuſements which otherwiſe 
can afford nothing but Diſappointment, do in 
an inferior Degree become the Means of real 
Pleaſure: We ſhall not, indeed, think fo high- 


ly of theſe, neither on the other hand, ſhall 


we be baulked in our Expectations: For as 
we ſhall ſet no higher Value upon them, than 
what in their Nature they deſerve, ſo we ſhall 
reap from them all that Satisfaction which they 


can, or were deſigned to give us. They will 


then be as ſo many tributary Streams of Plea- 


ſure, flowing in and uniting with the Great 
One of CHARITY and VIRTUE, 
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NEITHER is the Pleaſure which true Vir- 

fue and unlimited Charity afford, confined like 
that of falſe Pleaſure, to the ſhort Period of 
Action. It is their peculiar Nature, not to 
loſe their Force, but to increaſe, to double by 
Reflection. Here, indeed, lies their great 
and eſſential Superiority,over every other Source 
of Delight : For, as the buſy Mind will of- 
ten deſcend into itſelf; ſo the Vain, the 
Capricious, the Idle, the Licentious, when 
Thought drags them Homewards, in Spite 
of their Follies, they wander thro' themſelves 
as thro' an empty and deſolate Habitation, 
ſeeking Reſt and finding none. But the truly 
Virtuous can always find a Friend at Home ; 
a faithful and domeſtic Friend, his own Con- 
ſcience. In this happy Commerce he finds 
uncealing Pleaſure; Here he can paſs Hours, 
and Days, without looking out for oneempty 
and foreign Amuſement. This affords that 
ſill-increaſing Satisfaction, gives that perfect 
Repoſe, that Divine Contentment to the Soul, 
which fills up the whole Capacity for Bliſs, 
and leaves not even a Wiſh for more. 


| Anp as every Branch of Virtue, and un- 
feigned Charity, is a Source of the pureſt and 
moſt. 


 AssBry-Cnurcn of BATH. 19 
moſt laſting Pleaſure; ſo, in a peculiar Man- 
ner, is that moſt eſſential Part of it, which I 


am at preſent called upon to recommend: I 
mean that of relieving the Diſtreſſed. 


Tre Nature of that charitable Foundation, 
which we are here met to forward, is fo well 
known, that I ſuppoſe it were needleſsto dwell 
on explaining it. In one word, it is a Fund 
eſtabliſhed in Behalf of the Diſtempered Poor 
of this Kingdom, who are capable of being 
relieved by the Medicinal Waters of this Place ; 
but incapable, thro their low Circumſtances, 
of partaking of their Benefits. 


AND, ſure, if any Principle of Humanity 
can touch your Hearts, you will joyfully con- 
tribute to ſo noble a Purpoſe. You here have 
the Opportunity of making yourſelves the Mi- 
niſters of Providence, in working Effects al- 
moſt miraculous; of giving Health to the Sick, 
Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame: Of 
being the good Angels, ſent from Heaven to 


prepare the Healing Pool for the Withered, the 


Halt, and the Maimed: And this, at ſo eaſy 
a Rate, as that of retrenching an unneceſſary 
Expence, and keeping clear of the Anxieties 
of W Here, then, depoſite a 5 Share 


D 2 of 


20 ASERMON preached at the 


of that Wealth, which, on other Occaſions, 
you are ſo free to beſtow ; for here, tho' you 
give, you cannot be Loſers; but will receive 
in Return an ample Recompence of Peace, 
and laſting Pleaſure. 


Coul p you be preſent, perſo nll y preſent, 
to the many Objects of Diſtreſs, which thro' 
this Kingdom now lie panting, and languiſh- 
ing, for theſe Waters of Health, yet unable, 
thro* their Poverty, to reach them ; ſure I am, 
that your natural Humanity would kindle into 
Compaſſion: Did you ſee them lift up their 


Eyes to you for Relief, would you refuſe to ex- 


tend the bounteous Hand, and ſave your Fel- 
low-Creature, by diſpenſing an inconſiderable 
Pittance of your Fortune? If not, then let your 
Compaſſion riſe into Virtue, and do that from 


Principle, to which you would be prompted by 


an honeſt Paſſion. 


FiGuRE to yourſelves, I beſeech you, an 


induſtrious Family, once maintain'd in Decen- 


cy by a Father's Labour, and a Mother's Care, 
but now reduced to Penury, by an afflicting 
Diſtemper fallen on him, who was late its 
Comfort and Support: By your timely Genero- 
ſity he partakes of theſe Medicinal Waters, 

and 
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and. returns home, bleſs'd with Health and 
. Strength. Could this World afford you a fin- 
cerer Pleaſure than to ſee his ſmiling Infants 
welcome his happy Return, and bleſs and pray 
for the generous Hand that had reſtored their 
fond Parent to his Health, and enabled him 
once more to provide them with their daily 
Bread? Would not your Hearts glow with 
Joy, when you ſhould hear him, with Grati- 
tude, recount the Glories of this Place, to his 
liſtening Children; when he ſhould tell them 
of the Numbers he had ſeen here, diſtinguiſh- 
ed by their Birth, Rank, and Fortune; yet ſtill 
leſs diſtinguiſhed by their Birth, Rank, or 
Fortune, than by their Nobleneſs of Mind, 
and boundleſs Charity. 


Many of you are bleſs'd with Health, as 
well as Afluence: If fo, let your Gratitude to 
Heaven appear in your Bounty: It is the pe- 
culiar Mark of a generous Mind, to be ſteddy 
to Virtue in a proſperous Condition. 


SoME of you, doubtleſs, labour under a 
Want of Health. To ſuch, can there need 
an Argument to excite their Bounty? Let the 
Senſeand Feeling of your own Infirmities teach 
you to pity thoſe of others: Of ſuch too, as 
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are not bleſſed like you, with the outward 
Conveniencies of Life; but, beſides the Af. 
fliction of Diſeaſe, labour under the additio- 
nal Ones, of Poverty, Cold, and Hunger. 


AnD, let this Conſideration be laid to Heart 
by all: That whatever proſperous Condition 


| you may now enjoy, yet as Age and Infirmities 


ſteal on, the evil Days will come, when you 
ſhall ſay, you have no Pleaſure in them. In 
this laſt Period of Affliction, common to the 
Greateſt and the Leaſt; when neither Wealth, 
Palaces, Attendance, Titles, or Diſtinction, can 
yield you Comfort, when every outward Sup- 

port ſhall fail you, then fhall this one, this only 
Source of laſting Pleaſure break forth with 
double Vigour in the Mind; and when every 
other Foundation gives Way, this Reflection 
will ſtill bear you up, even in Sickneſs and in 
Death, that you had relieved the Diſtreſſes of 
your Fellow-Creatures; that you had been 
Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame; that 
the Bleſſing of him that wwas ready to periſh had 
come upon you; and that you had cauſed the 


 Widow's Heart to fing for Joy. 


FINALLY, if you can caſt up your Eyes 
to Heaven, and contemplate the Happineſs 
there 
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there prepared for the Juſt'and Merciful, you 
will find ſuch Pleaſures attending on your Vir- 
tue, as nothing on Earth can either rival or re- 
preſent: Such as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the Heart 
of Man to concetve. 


Trvs in every Light are Charity and Hap- 
pineſs concentred, thro' every Period of our 
Exiſtence. The Joys of Yanity, or Vice, are 
like haſty Brooks, noiſy and impetuous, but 
of no Duration: Thoſe of true Charity, Vir- 
tue, and Religion, are like clear and conſtant 
Streams, calm and majeſtic in their Courſe; 
they run uninterrupted thro Life, they ſhall 
be continued beyond the Grave ; and not only 
continued, but augmented into Rivers of Foy, 
wohich ſhall run at Gop's Right Hand for 
ne. . 


FINIS. 
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